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“REVIEW OF THE ADMISSION OR REFERRAL TO AND THE DISCHARGE AND TRANSFER 
PRACTICES OF PUBLIC MENTAL HEALTH FACILITIES/SERVICES IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA” 

As to Tabling of Papers 
The PRESIDENT: I did not want to prompt the Minister for Mental Health, but did she want to table a 
document? This is her opportunity. 

Hon HELEN MORTON: Yes. 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! This is an opportunity for the minister to do it. That is all I am indicating. 

Hon HELEN MORTON: Mr President, I understood that you were going to make a brief comment beforehand. 

The PRESIDENT: No. The minister can table her document. 

Tabling of Papers 

HON HELEN MORTON (East Metropolitan — Minister for Mental Health) [5.04 pm]: With regard to the 
earlier point of order, I now seek leave to table Professor Stokes’ report titled “Review of the admission or 
referral to and the discharge and transfer practices of public mental health facilities/services in Western 
Australia”, and the government response. I publicly released this report this morning with Professor Bryant 
Stokes, the Director General of Health Kim Snowball and the Mental Health Commissioner Eddie Bartnik. The 
report and the government response are available online at www.health.wa.gov.au and 
www.mentalhealth.wa.gov.au. Further, I have emailed copies of the report and government response to key 
stakeholders including the Western Australian Association for Mental Health; the Mental Illness Fellowship of 
Western Australia; Consumers of Mental Health WA; the Ministerial Council for Suicide Prevention; the Mental 
Health Advisory Council; the Royal Australian and New Zealand College of Psychiatrists; the Council of 
Official Visitors; Mental Health Carers Arafmi (WA); the Mental Health Review Board; the Mental Health Law 
Centre (WA); the Commissioner for Children and Young People; the Chief Justice; the State Coroner; and some 
individuals. I now table the report and the government response. 

Leave granted. [See papers 5387 and 5388.] 

The PRESIDENT: Members, I acknowledge my explanation may have added a little bit of confusion to this 
situation. When the Minister for Mental Health was making a statement earlier today, I thought I heard her state 
her intention to table the document that she referred to at the beginning of her statement. That is the reason I 
invited her to table it at the end of that statement. Following the point of order, I further issued that invitation and 
this she has subsequently done, but I wish to indicate that the minister was not out of order in that sense. There is 
no absolute obligation on a minister to table any document, but it is often the practice that a minister tables a 
document that is referred to in a statement, particularly a document that has been referred to frequently in this 
house over some time. And the reason a minister often does that is to make sure it is on the permanent, public 
record and that it attracts parliamentary privilege. So, I hope that clarifies the whole situation for members. 

Are there any further answers from ministers or parliamentary secretaries? 

Point of Order 

Hon ADELE FARINA: Mr President, can I just ask for a point of clarification? Once the report is tabled, is it 
not the usual practice that multiple copies are made available and they are distributed to members of Parliament? 
It seems to me that a quite extensive list of stakeholders have received copies of this report, yet we as members 
of Parliament representing the people of Western Australia need to go to a website to get hold of it. 

The PRESIDENT: Members, there is no requirement in the standing orders for documents to be available in 
multiple. It is often the practice, if they are available, that if members wish to seek a copy they are perfectly at 
liberty to do so. If the minister is able to make it available when the minister tables a report, that is fine. 
Sometimes a report is tabled with only one copy in the circumstances. Does the minister want to explain? 

Hon HELEN MORTON: Just a small clarification. My office brought boxes of these reports down from the 
office today and they are available — 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! 

Several members interjected. 
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The PRESIDENT: Order! Look, I could not even hear the end of the minister’s explanation, so I am sure 
Hansard could not have recorded it. 

Hon HELEN MORTON: Thank you, Mr President. I am just mentioning that there are boxes of the review 
undertaken by Professor Stokes, his report and the government response. 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! 
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